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AMFNDMENTS ^Wff rT.AIMS; 



™s.istingofdaimswU.replaceal.priorversions.andU.i«gs,ofdain.ina,eappU«^^^^ 



i wrtn g of Claims ; 



Claim 



to, , (p^viouslypresen^d): Electtonic«,»ipme«.havingaplu«li.yof electtonicumts 



working in cooperation comprising: 

a firs. eleom.mc unit havmg a first version daU of said firs. elec«omo urn. i.self; a«d 
aseeonddec«onicu„i.havi„gasecor,dversi„„da.aofsaidseoonde.«=»omcuni.i.se.f,and 

aseco„dsuppo„versio,,da.aofsaidfirs.dec«oniouni.bei„gs..ppor.edbysaidsecondeiec.o„ic 
™, said fixs. elccttonic unit having firs, supper, version da« of said s^nd e.ecm,nio uni. being 

supported by said first electronic unit, 

wherein a. leas, one of said firs, eleottome uni. and said second e.eononic uni. performs a 
firs, companson of .he n>agni.ude of said firs, version da.a and said second suppor. version da.a. 
performs a second comparison of U.e ma^mde of said second version da. and said firs, suppor. 
ve.io„da.andverifiesd,econ,pa.ibiU.ybe.weensaidfirs.andseconde,ecm,nicuni.saccordu,g 

to the results of the first and second comparisons. 
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1 Claim 2 (previously presented): The electronic equipment according to claim 1 wherein 

2 each one of said plurality of electronic units comprises: 

3 a memory for storing control program; and 

4 a processor for executing said control program, and wherein said version data comprises the 

5 version data of said control program. 

1 Claim 3 (previously presented): The electronic equipment according to claim 1 wherein 

2 either one of said first and second electronic units verifies the compatibihty after either electronic 

3 unit of said first electronic unit or said second electronic unit is substituted. 

1 Claim 4 (previously presented): The electronic equipment according to claim 1 wherein said 

2 first and second support version data comprise a newest support version data. 

1 Claim 5 (original): The electronic equipment according to claim 1 wherein said plurality 

2 . of electronic units are constituted by printer controller units. 

1 Claim 6 (previously presented): The electronic equipment according to claim 2 wherein 

2 either one of said first and second electronic units changes said version of the control program 

3 when incompatibility is verified, to automatically shift to a proper version providing compatibility. 
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aaim7 (previously presented,: The electron equipment according .o claim 6 wherein 
eiUrer on. of said firs, and second e,eo«>nic nni. con.oU a valid or .nvalid of a diffe^c. 
infom^Uon in .he con.o, pro^» comprised an old control pro^ and said difference 
i„fom,a«onhe«veen«.eoldcon.ro.pro.ran,u>changesaidversionofsa.dconrrolpro.an.. 

Clain.8 (previouslypresented): The electronic e,uipmen.according.o Cain, 6 wherein said 
fi^telectronic^itincludesafrst memory for storingafirstcont^lprogramandincludesafirs. 

p^eessor for execntin, said firs, control program, wherein said second clectromc ™,i. includes a 
_ndmemoryfors.rinsasecondcon...lpro.amandinc.udesasecondprocessorfor«ecufins 

s.dsecondcon.rolpro^m.whe,.inei.heroneofsaidfirstandseconde.ectronicunitsverifiesthe 

compatihiUtyusinssaidversiondataofs.dcontrolpro,amsaftersaidcon«o,pro,ramversi„n.s 

changed to maintain the compatibility beween said control programs. 

Claim 9 (previously presented,: T^e electronic «.uipment according .o Cainr 2 wherein 
either one of said first and second electronic units verifies «,e compatibility when instaUing sard 
control program of either one electronic unit. 

Clam, .0 (previously presenied): A firs. elec»omc uni. worldng in cooperation «i.h a 
.econdelectionicuni,saidfirs.electionicuni.havingcompatibili. verification data for verifying 
thecompatibilitywiti, said second electron.cumt.s.dcompatibi.it,veHfica«ondatacomprismg: 
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4 a support version data of said second electronic unit being supported by said first electronic 

5 unit itself, to be compared with a version data of said second electronic unit; and 

6 a version data of said first electronic unit itself being supported by said second electronic 

7 unit. 

1 Claim 11 (currently amended): A computer-implemented method for verifying a 

2 compatibility in electronic equipment having a plurality of electronic imits working in cooperation, 

3 said method comprising the steps of: 

4 performing a first comparison of a first version data of one electronic unit among said 

5 plurality of electronic units with a second support version data of said electronic unit being supported 

6 by another electronic unit; 

7 performing a second comparison of a second version data of the other electronic unit with 

8 a first support version data of the other electronic unit being supported by said electronic unit; and 

9 verifying the compatibihty among said plurality of electronic units using results of said first 

10 and second comparisons. 

1 Claim 12 (previously presented): The method for verifying the compatibility according to 

2 claim 1 1 wherein said first version data and first support version data comprise the version data of 

3 a control program of said one electronic unit, and 

4 said second version data and second support version data comprise version data of a control 
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5 program of said other electronic unit. 

1 Claim 13 (previously presented): The method for verifying the compatibility according to 

2 claim 11 wherein said compatibility verification is performed after one of said first electronic unit 

3 or said second electronic unit is substituted. 

1 Claim 14 (previously presented): The method for verifying the compatibility according to 

2 claim 1 1 wherein said first and second support version data comprise a newest support version data. 

1 Claim 15 (original): The method for verifying the compatibility according to claim 11 

2 wherein said plurality of electronic units are constituted by printer controller units. 

1 Claim 16 (previously presented): The method for verifying the compatibility according to 

2 claim 12 , further comprising a step of changing said version of the control program when 

3 incompatibiUty is verified, to automatically shift to a proper version providing compatibility. 

1 Claim 17 (original): The method for verifying the compatibility according to claim 12 

2 wherein said compatibility verification is performed on installing a control program of either one 

3 of the plurality of electronic units. 
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1 Claim 1 8 (previously presented): The method for verifying the compatibility in electronic 

2 equipment according to claim 16 further comprising the step of: 

' 3 re- verifying the compatibility using said version data of said control programs after changing 

4 a version of one of said control programs to be executed by a processor in one of said electronic 

5 units. 

1 Claim 19 (previously presented): The method for verifying the compatibility according to 

2 claim 17 wherein a changing step comprises a step of changing a version of said control program 

3 being constituted by an older version of said control program and differential information between 

4 said versions, by controlling to make said differential information either valid or invalid. 

1 Claim 20 (previously presented): A method of detecting compatibility among a first 

2 electronic unit and a second electronic unit, the method comprising: 

3 performing a first comparison of a magnitude of first data stored in the first electronic unit 

4 and a magnitude of second data stored in the second electronic unit; 

5 when a result of the first comparison indicates that the magnitude of the second data is 

6 smaller than the magnitude of the first data, displaying an error indicating incompatibility; 

7 when the result of the first comparison indicates that the magnitude of the second data is 

8 larger than the magnitude of the first data, performing a second comparison of a magnitude of third 

9 data stored in the first electronic unit and a magnitude of fourth data stored in the second electronic 
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10 unit; 

1 1 when a result of the second comparison indicates that the magnitude of the third data is 

12 smaller than the magnitude of the fourth data, displaying the error indicating incompatibility; and 

13 when the result of the second comparison indicates that the magnitude of the third data is 

14 larger than the magnitude of the fourth data, starting control programs of the first and second 

15 electronic units. 
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